Laboratory identification of conditions predisposing to thrombosis.
The 5-year experience with a panel of laboratory tests designed to identify patients with high risk of thromboembolism was reviewed. This panel included an activated partial thromboplastin time and reptilase time as well as specific assays for antithrombin III, protein C, protein S, and plasminogen. One hundred and nine patients were evaluated by this panel. Conditions predisposing to thrombosis were identified in 24 of these patients and these conditions included: dysfibrinogenemia, lupus anticoagulant, and deficiencies of antithrombin III, protein C and protein S. The limitations of this panel are also discussed.